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so much a condition as it is a process; hence goodness, the
highest end attainable by man, is not a condition but an
activity. Since they indicate in the clearest manner both his
agreement with and his divergence from the solution given
by Plato, Aristotle's own words deserve space here: " Now
our definition is in harmony with those (the Platonists) who
say that happiness is goodness or some form of goodness;
for activity according to goodness implies goodness. Yet
there is, I take it, no small difference between the conception
of the highest good as a possession, and that of the highest
good as in use; between the conception of it as a condition,
and the conception of it as an activity."
The idea of Plato existed only as form ; Aristotle, on the
other hand, dealt ever with concrete embodiments of ideas,
with the facts of nature, of history, or of the soul of man.
Reality with Aristotle consisted in the accomplishment of its
end, by any given object, entity, or fact; in the performance
of its appropriate or highest function : hence reality is activ*
ity, or performance of function, or a "becoming," whether it
be a phenomenon of nature (physical), or of man (social).
In regard to man these doctrines that possess the chief sig-
nificance for us in their educational connection, are worked
out fully in The Ethics.
" The function of man, then, is an activity of the soul of
a rational, or at least not of an irrational, character." The
good for man is defined as "an activity of the soul according
to goodness; and, if there are more kinds of goodness than
one, in accordance with that which is best and most com-
plete." Later goodness is defined as being of two kinds,
" goodness of intellect and goodness of character." The
first of these is produced and increased by teaching and is
the product of experience and time; goodness of character
is the outcome of habit. As nature does not give to some or
withhold from some goodness of character, it renders each of
us capable of attaining or receiving this goodness by forma'